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be inevitable.1 Boniface acted in strict accordance with
a bull, which he had taken the precaution to obtain from
the Pope,* and Adam Marsh, it seems, approved of his
enterprise:3 and when his suffragans succeeded in obtain-
ing bulls in limitation of the metropolitan right, Boniface
still continued his visitations, either in person or through
his officials. Judging from the lack of scandal and pro-
* tests his conduct was exemplary. Chroniclers, including
Matthew Paris, note his activities, but without adverse
comment.4
And finally, in the question of the maintenance of the
frivilegium fort against the aggression of the royal courts,
Boniface stepped forward as the leader whom Grosseteste,
so early as 1236, had in vain hoped to find in St. Edmund.5
His method was characteristically vigorous and uncom-
promising. He made use of the king's financial and
political necessities6 to bring pressure to bear in the
question of ecclesiastical liberty ; and adapted for the pur-
pose conciliar machinery which before had been used only
for discussion of purely financial business. In successive
assemblies from 12577 to 1258, some fully representa-
tive and one at least held in defiance of the royal prohibi-
tion, Boniface endeavoured to gain the support of the
1  Roberti Grosseteste Epistolae, p. 257.
2  Chron. Maj. vi. 188 j ibid. v. 127.
3  Letters of Adam Marsh in Monumenta Frandscana, i. 162-3,166-7.
4  Chiron. Maj. v. 382 ; Ann. Mon.i. 313; iii. 190; iv, 270 j Reg.Bronescombe,
p. 42 ; Cat. Papal Letters, i. 315.
5  Roberti Grosseteste Epistolae, pp. 107-13, 205-34.
6  An analysis of these is given in Lunt, Valuation of Norwich, pp. 52-95.
7  There were at least four assemblies: (i) 22 April 1257.  An assembly in
which the bishops and clergy discuss the royal proposal that they should com-
pound all taxes due for a sura of 52,000 marks j they make their consent con-
ditional upon a royal promise to remedy the grievances of the English church:
these were detailed in fifty articuli (Ann. Mon. i. 392; Chron. Maj. v. 637-8;
Additamenta, p, 353)-   (2) 22 Aug. 1257.  Convocation at London of bishops,
abbots, cathedral clergy, and archdeacons, with procuratorial letters, held in
defiance of the royal prohibition.  See full account of discussions in Burton Annals
(Ann. Mon. L 402-8).  (3) 6 June 1258.  Convocation at Merton of similar com-
position.  At this the question of jurisdiction only was discussed; ' Articles of
Merton' were agreed upon (Ann. Mon. i. 411-25).   These were promulgated in
a Provincial Synod in 1261 (Concilia (ed. P. Wilkins), i. 746*55).  (4) Council at
Oxford, 1258. Four bishops, especially deputed for the purpose, try to obtain the
consent of the exempt abbots to their articles: this assembly had no result (Chron.
Maj. v. 707).